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Abstract

This essay takes stock of the literature on how European Union policies are being put into
practice by the member states. It first provides an overview of the historical evolution of the
field. After a relatively late start in the mid 1980s, the field has meanwhile developed into one
of the growth industries within EU research. The paper identifies three different waves of EU
implementation scholarship. The first wave considered implementation primarily a problem
of institutional efficiency. In the second wave, the degree of compatibility between European
demands and domestic policy legacies took centre stage. However, many second-wave scholars
complemented the basic “misfit” argument with a set of additional explanatory factors to
account for deviant cases. In the third wave, some researchers began to stress the role of
domestic politics, while others re-discovered the importance of administrative capabilities. As
an attempt to synthesise some of the partial explanations presented by earlier research, one
group of scholars pointed to the existence of culturally-shaped country clusters, each with its
own typical style of complying with EU legislation.

After this historical overview, the paper summarises the most important theoretical, empir-
ical and methodological lessons to be drawn from existing studies, and it discusses promising
avenues for future research. First, most scholars seem to agree on the basic set of factors that
may have an impact on transposition processes. The main task to be accomplished by future
research is to establish under which conditions which configurations of factors prevail. While
we already know that there are country-specific patterns, the importance of sector-specific
patterns will need to be explored further. Second, greater research efforts will have to be
devoted to the neglected area of enforcement and application. In theoretical terms, going back
to the insights of traditional domestic implementation research seems to be most promising for
this type of studies. Third, the paper cautions against the poor quality of the data employed
by the growing number of quantitative compliance studies. Unless the problems with the data
can be solved, scholars are well advised to rely on comparative case studies, at least in addition
to statistical analyses. To increase the number of cases to be covered by qualitative research,
the paper makes the case for crafting collaborative qualitative research projects as a viable
alternative to quantitative research.
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4 Oliver Treib

1 Introduction: What is implementation and why should
we care about it?

This essay takes stock of the literature on how European Uniorﬂ policies are implemented by the
member states. The notion of policy implementation is tied to what has been called the “textbook
conception of the policy process” 142). This conception assumes that the policy
cycle may be divided into several clearly distinguishable phases, ranging from problem definition
and agenda-setting to policy formulation, policy implementation, evaluation and finally to policy
termination or re-formulation. Policy implementation thus refers to “what happens after a bill
becomes a law” or, as one scholar has aptly put it, to the process of “translating
policy into action” 251).

A similar, but slightly different concept is the notion of “compliance”. It has been prominent
in international relations research among scholars studying the domestic fulfilment of international
agreements (for an overview, see [Raustiala and Slaughter|[2002)). Compliance refers to “a state of
conformity or identity between an actor’s behavior and a specified rule” (Raustiala and Slaughter]
539). Thus, the compliance perspective also starts from a given norm and asks whether
the addressees of the norm actually conform to it. It thus focuses less on the process than on
the outcome of implementation. Moreover, compliance can occur without implementation. For
example, the current practice may already conform to the status required by a norm. Conversely,
implementation does not necessarily have to result in compliance but may be incomplete or contrary
to the prescribed goals 391-399). Irrespective of these semantic differences,
most compliance and implementation research is interested in both the process of how a given
norm is being put into practice and in the outcome in terms of rule conformity. In this sense,
implementation and compliance are two sides of the same coin.

A third concept that is often used in the context of EU implementation research is the notion
of “Europeanisation”, which points to the effects of European integration in the member Statesﬂ
While both concepts, and the respective bodies of literature associated with them, have a consid-
erable degree of overlap, it is important to keep in mind that there are also important analytical
differences. The implementation of EU legislation usually entails certain policy or institutional
changes at the domestic level. In this sense, implementation is one important mechanism of Euro-
peanisation. However, the domestic effects of European integration are not confined to processes
of policy transfer and the institutional adaptations associated with these. Instead, European inte-
gration may have many other, direct or indirect, intended or unintended, effects at the domestic
level . In this sense, Europeanisation research encompasses, but is broader than, EU
implementation studies.

The following discussion will not focus on the wider field of Europeanisation research, as there
are separate Living Reviews on “The Europeanisation of national political systems”
[Meyer-Sahling| [2008), on “Europeanization of political parties” and on “Euro-
peanization beyond Europe” (Schimmelfennig|[2007). Moreover, I will primarily concentrate on
implementation studies dealing with the fifteen “old” member states before Eastern enlargement, as
there is a Living Review on “Europeanisation in new member and candidate states” by

1 Since the term “European Union” has established itself as the common label to denote the supranational
European polity, I will use this notion throughout. This pragmatic decision disregards the fact that most of the
research discussed in the paper deals with policy outputs of the first pillar, which would make it legally correct to
use the term “European Community”. In order to avoid unnecessary complexity, I also use the term for the period
before the Maastricht Treaty, which introduced the term “European Union” into the official language.

2 A few Europeanisation researchers also use the term more or less synonymously with European integration
(in particular, see |[Risse, Green Cowles, and Caporaso|[2001). Even these scholars, however, are interested in the
domestic effects of European integration (or of “Europeanisation”, in this interpretation). The Europeanisation
literature is thus marked by some confusion with regard to terminology, but still by great unity with regard to the
object of research.
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, which also discusses the policy-oriented literature on how these countries implemented the
acquis communautaire.

Why should social scientists care about implementation? The answer is straightforward:
putting a piece of legislation or a government programme into practice does not happen auto-
matically, nor is it a purely technical or apolitical affair. Instead, long delays and attempts at
shirking seem to be a matter of everyday business in the field of implementation. In other words,
if we are interested in the extent to which a particular polity is able to solve the problems with
which it is confronted, we need to study not only the way it reaches decisions and the character of
the resulting legal output, but also the way in which the law is executed in practice.

This is particularly true in a large and complex polity like the European Union. Due to the
high number of veto players involved in policy formation, EU legislation often contains fuzzy
concepts and “rhetorical compromises” in order to facilitate agreement. Moreover, EU legislation
regularly leaves certain issues to the discretion of member states in order to take account of specific
regional or local circumstances. In other words, crucial decisions that may decide on the success
or failure of a particular policy are regularly taken at the implementation stage. What is more,
it is far from self-evident that implementers will behave dutifully. The EU is marked by a highly
decentralised implementation structure. It does not have its own administrative machinery to
implement its legislation, but has to rely on the member states to fulfil this task. In that respect,
the European multi-level system resembles the German system of co-operative federalism, in which
federal legislation is carried out by the administrations of the Lander, much more than the US
model of dual federalism, where each level has its own bureaucracy to put the respective laws into
practice .

The EU’s implementation structure appears to be even more precarious than the German one.
Like in Germany, the lower level of governance is in charge of administrative enforcement. If
we focus on the implementation of EU directives, one of the major legal instruments of the EU,
however, it becomes apparent that also parts of the decision-making process are delegated to the
domestic level. Directives only define goals that have to be incorporated into national law by
member states within a certain period of time. It is only after transposition has been completed
that the rules may be applied by societal target groups and enforced by administrations and the
legal system at the domestic level (see Figure . The transposition phase thus adds another
important “clearance point” (Pressman and Wildavsky|[1973) to the decentralised implementation
structure of the European Union. In other words, there is yet another point at which the realisation
of the envisaged goals might fail.

Directives thus share important characteristics of traditional international agreements which
need to be ratified by member states before they become effective. Unlike international agree-
ments, however, the implementation of EU law by member states is supervised by the European
Commission and the European Court of Justice (ECJ). If the Commission detects violations of EU
law, it can instigate legal proceedings against the respective member state. These proceedings may
ultimately lead up to a judgement by the ECJ and, in the event of continuing non-compliance, to
follow-up proceedings as a result of which the Court may impose serious financial fines. However,
there is no European police force that could compel member states to obey the rules. As a result,
the level of legal obligation and the extent of actual enforceability place EU law somewhere between
traditional domestic law on the one hand and traditional international law on the other.

This makes the European Union a particularly interesting object of study for implementation
researchers. After a relatively late start, the literature on how EU policies are put into practice
domestically has in fact proliferated over the last two decades. Given the considerable body of
publications that have been produced to date and the relative scarcity of overview articles (but
see [Mastenbroek][2005} [Sverdrup|[2007)), it seems to be about time to take stock of the state of the
art in the field. This paper thus provides a structured overview of EU implementation studies.
The next section provides an overview of the emergence and evolution of the field. It identifies
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Figure 1: Stages of the Implementation Process

three distinct waves of researchﬂ each with its own theoretical and empirical focus. Afterwards,
the paper discusses the most important theoretical, empirical and methodological lessons to be
drawn from existing studies and highlights promising avenues for future research. The final section
concludes by summarising the main findings.

2 The emergence and evolution of EU-related implementa-
tion research

Scholars studying European integration, like their colleagues interested in domestic politics, have
long been preoccupied with issues of policy formation and decision-making, thus neglecting the
question of how policies are being put into practice. At both levels, it was ambitious legislative
reform initiatives that spurred interest in policy execution. “Classical” domestic implementation
research had its starting point mainly in two countries: the United States and Germany. In the
US, Lyndon B. Johnson’s “Great Society” project of the 1960s, a package of federal initiatives
aimed at combating poverty and racial discrimination, fuelled a set of research projects on the
implementation of federal programmes (see e.g. [Derthick||1972} [Pressman and Wildavsky|[1973;
. In Germany, the same effect was brought about by the bold reform initiatives of the
grand coalition and the ensuing social-liberal government in the late 1960s and 1970s
[1979] [1980] [1983} [Scharpf| [1978)). Starting from these pioneer studies, domestic implementation
research has produced a raft of mainly case-study based contributions. Most of this research
revolved around the cleavage between two schools of thought: the top-down approach, which
conceived of implementation as hierarchical execution of centrally-defined policy intentions, and
the bottom-up camp, which emphasised instead that policies were decisively shaped by the everyday

3 I borrow the “wave” metaphor from one of my earlier publications (Falkner et al. 2005} 15). In the meantime,
it seems to have found a certain degree of acceptance among scholars in the field (see e.g. [Mastenbroek|[2005]).
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problem-solving strategies of the actors involved in policy delivery. A third group of scholars tried
to bridge the gap between these opposing approaches by combining insights from both sides (for
an overview, see [Piilzl and Treib|[2006]).

2.1 The first wave: Implementation and institutional efficiency

European integration scholars discovered the issue of implementation even later than this. Ini-
tially, the field focused almost exclusively on the supranational level. The debate between neo-
functionalists and intergovernmentalists in essence revolved around the question of whether and
to what extent nation states were willing to transfer crucial decision-making competences to the
European level. When scholarly attention turned away from “grand bargains” and macro-level
developments to an analysis of everyday decision-making, the underlying analytical approach did
not change fundamentally. When looking at the interactions between supranational, national, sub-
national and societal actors in European policy-making, the focus still lay on the relative influence
of these actors in bringing about European policy solutions.

It was the Single Market Programme that acted as a stepping-stone to implementation studies
in the EU context. The programme involved a raft of legislative measures whose even implemen-
tation was seen as a precondition for the completion and smooth functioning of a Europe-wide
market until 1992. In the mid-1980s, these concerns gave rise to the first wave of EU-related
implementation research. In theoretical terms, the main inspiration came from domestic imple-
mentation studies, most importantly from the top-down school (Pressman and Wildavsky||[1973}
Bardach [van Meter and van Horn| [I975} [Sabatier and Mazmanian| [1981} [Mazmanian and]
Sabatier|[1983)). First-wave studies thus portrayed the domestic implementation of European law
as a rather apolitical process whose success primarily depended on clearly worded provisions, ef-
fective administrative organisation and streamlined legislative procedures at the domestic level.
At the same time, they also absorbed some of the insights of the bottom-up camp
[Hjern and Porter|[1981} [Elmore|[1982)), stressing the need for involving all relevant domestic actors
(such as parliaments, important interest groups, or subnational entities) in the preparation of the
countries’ European negotiating position and for co-ordinating the negotiation and implementation
tasks within domestic administrations, ideally by attaching responsibility for both phases of the
policy cycle to one person (Ciavarini Azzi|[1985; [Krislov, Ehlermann, and Weiler|[1986; [Siedentopf
and Ziller][T1988} [Schwarze et al][1990} [Schwarze, Becker, and Pollack|[1991] [1993} [From and Stava
@. The absence of a ‘political’ conceptualisation of the implementation process among first-
wave studies to some extent may be explained by the disciplinary background of the authors, who
mainly came from legal studies and administrative science. This disciplinary background is also
the reason why some contributions with a first-wave focus continued to be published even after the
research mainstream had moved on to other theoretical shores (Demmbke|[1994] [1998] 2001} [Pappas|
[1995} [van den Bossche|[1996} [Ciavarini Azzi|[2000; [Bursens|[2002]).

Most of the first-wave studies covered transposition as well as application and enforcement.
However, the authors did not draw a sharp distinction between legal incorporation and the later
stages of the implementation process. Instead, the main explanatory variables for all stages were
clearly stated policy objectives and the availability of a well-organised state apparatus. With
regard to enforcement and application, the main conclusion was that “Community law, once it

has been incorporated, is applied neither better nor worse than national law” (Ciavarini Azzi
1988 199) since “street-level bureaucrats” (Lipsky|[1980) and target actors are usually unaware

of the European origins of a particular transposition law. However, the analysis of the domestic
implementation of regulations revealed that specific problems occurred since the one-size-fits-all
rules enshrined in EU regulations could not be adapted to specific domestic circumstances and
traditions (Ciavarini Azzi|[1988 199).
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2.2 The second wave: Misfit and more

In the late 1990s, a second wave of studies began to analyse the “Europeanisation” of domestic
political systems. This broader perspective has hitherto produced a host of contributions dealing
with the impact of membership in the European Union on such phenomena as national parliaments,
party systems, state-society relationships, territorial state structures, or democratic structures of
government (for an overview, see the Living Reviews by [Goetz and Meyer-Sahling][2008} [Ladrech|
. In this context, scholars have also returned to the narrower question of the domestic impact
of European policies, as witnessed by the national implementation of European policy measures.

Focusing mainly on environmental policy, many of the second-wave scholars pointed to the
degree of fit or misfit between European rules and existing institutional and regulatory traditions
as one of the central factors determining implementation performance (Duinal|{1997] [1999; [Duina]
[and Blithe|[1999; [Knill and Lenschow|[1998| [2000a} [Borzel| 2000}, 2003a). The focus thus moved
from administrative and procedural efficiency to the degree of compatibility between EU policies
and domestic structuresﬁ This view ultimately rests on historical or sociological institutionalist
assumptions about the “stickiness” of deeply entrenched national policy traditions and adminis-
trative routines, which pose great obstacles to reforms aiming to alter these arrangements (see
e.g.[March and Olsen|[1989} [Powell and DiMaggiol[1991} [Thelen and Steinmo|[1992} [mmergut|[1998}
Pierson|[2000)).

The basic rationale behind the misfit argument was to reduce the complexity of analysing
implementation processes by exploring how far the “institutional filter” (Knill and Lenschow|[1998}
610) provided by the compatibility between EU demands and domestic policy traditions alone
could explain the implementation of particular pieces of EU legislation. The assumption was
that further actor-based factors needed to be taken into account only if the institutional context
was not able to explain the outcomes (Knill and Lenschow|[1998; 610-611; [Knill and Lenschow|
121-124). The main problem with this approach was that only few cases could actually be
explained by an exclusive focus on the “goodness of fit”. In the empirical analysis by
, only three out of eight cases conformed to the expectations gained by looking
at the degree of misfit. The remainder of the cases needed to be explained by additional actor-
based factors. Later studies confirmed the limited explanatory power of the “goodness of fit” (see
e.g. Haverland|[2000} [Héritier et al|[2001} [Falkner et al|[2005). In the end, therefore, it turned out
that not much analytical leverage could be gained from using this “institutional filter”. Instead,
most cases required “a lower level of abstraction, namely the independent analysis of the given
interest constellations and the strategic interaction of domestic actors” (Knill and Lenschow|{[2001}
126).

One of the main weaknesses of the second wave of research was that the logic of these interac-
tions, and the preferences of domestic actors, remained seriously under-theorised. Instead, authors
often offered individual accounts of the “deviant cases” (which actually made up the majority of
cases) without offering systematic theoretical arguments. What is more, while an explicit discus-
sion of the conditions under which we could expect governments and administrations to be willing
to comply (even in the face of considerable misfit) is in short supply in this strand of literature, dif-
ferent contributions implicitly operated on the basis of quite divergent views. The misfit argument
in principle implied that domestic governments and administrations are motivated by the desire
to protect their existing policy legacies and are thus expected to drag their heels on fulfilling EU
policies that require fundamental changes to the domestic status quo. When having to implement

4 Interestingly, [Dimitrova and Rhinard| (2005) have recently presented a very similar argument. The major
difference is that they use the language of sociological rather than historical institutionalism, as most of the original
proponents of the misfit approach did. They distinguish between different levels of norms embedded in a society.
The degree of compatibility between the norms enshrined in a directive and especially the higher-level domestic
norms then has a decisive influence on whether the European norms are incorporated smoothly or whether they
meet with domestic resistance.
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European policies, national governments, administrations, and parliaments are thus seen to act
as “guardians of the status quo, as the shield protecting national legal-administrative traditions”
157). This view was based on the insights of earlier research on EU decision-making,
which had demonstrated that domestic governments try to export their own policy models to the
European level (Héritier|[1996} [Héritier, Knill, and Mingers|[1996)). As a result, it was argued that
governments who failed to “upload” their own policies to the EU level would try to resist during
the “downloading” process, when the agreed-upon measures were to be implemented .
Therefore, the implementation of policies with significant misfit was either doomed to fail alto-
gether, due to reluctant domestic governments and/or administrations (Duinal{1997] [1999; [Duina)
land Blithe|[1999; [Knill and Lenschow|[1998) 2000a)), or the unwilling state machinery needed to be
forced by societal actors to comply with mismatching EU policies, probably combined with outside
pressure from the Commission (Bérzell 2000} [2003a), 2006} see also [van der Vleuten||2005])E|

Some of the misfit-centred contributions, however, also argued that the number of veto players
or, alternatively, a consensual political culture, could help overcome resistance against EU policies
that implied significant adjustment costs (Risse, Green Cowles, and Caporaso|[2001} [Héritier|[2001f
[Héritier and Knill|[2001)). While the veto player argument was usually presented in opposition to
the misfit approach , this view tried to combine both factors. It still subscribed to
the basic idea that the degree of misfit was an important determinant of implementation outcomes,
with mismatching policies provoking fierce domestic opposition. In contrast to scholars like Borzel,
Duina, or Knill and Lenschow, however, this approach implicitly assumed that resistance would
not stem primarily from governments and administrations, but from negatively affected societal
interests. The number of veto points then determined whether it was likely that these reluctant
societal actors would be able to impede implementation or not. While this approach represented
a big step away from the mechanistic conception of the basic misfit argument, laying much more
emphasis on the political contestation between reform promoters and opponents at the domestic
level, it still remained unclear when to expect which domestic actors to be in favour or against the
implementation of certain types of EU policies.

Like the first wave of research, many of the second-wave contributions analysed not only le-
gal but also practical implementation (see e.g. [Knill and Lenschow||[1998} [Duinal[1999} [Knill and)
ILenschow]2000bf [Borzel[[2003a). Like their predecessors, however, the second-wave authors did not
systematically distinguish between factors that influence transposition and causal conditions that
have an impact on enforcement and application. Typically, these contributions tended to treat the
whole process of implementation as following a single theoretical logic in which the “goodness of
fit” played an important role. This also meant that they ignored the different actor constellations
in the different phases. Thus, scholars frequently referred to opposition to mismatching policies by
the “public administration” 224 and 225) or to “administrative resistance”
land Lenschow|[2000a; 261) as the main reason for problems in the implementation process as a
whole. At the transposition stage, however, administrations are certainly not the only crucial ac-
tors. Instead, government representatives and political parties seem to be at least as important in
a process that differs from regular domestic law-making only in that it is substantively constrained
by EU framework legislation (see Figure [1)). This either means that these authors had a rather
bureaucratic conception of the transposition process, that they simply failed to acknowledge that
the different stages involve different actors and thus also require different explanatory models, or
that they considered the main problems to occur not during transposition but at the enforcement
and application stage, where administrations play a crucial roleﬁ At any rate, little could be

5 has advanced a refined version of this argument. Her analysis highlights a number of framework
conditions that decide whether or not shaming strategies by domestic societal actors and EU-level pressure by the
Commission and the ECJ turn out to be effective.

6 The last interpretation seems to be true for many of the second-wave studies addressing the implementation
of EU environmental policy, where indeed many (but not all!) problems seemed to occur at the application rather
than the transposition stage (see e.g. [Knill and Lenschow}||1998; [Bérzel|[2000} [Bailey{[2002)).
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learnt from this literature about the specific problems associated with transposition, enforcement
and application, respectively.

2.3 The third wave: Theoretical and methodological differentiation

It is conceptual shortcomings of this type, in conjunction with a growing uneasiness with the
relatively narrow theoretical and empirical focus of earlier research, that gave rise to the third
wave of EU implementation studies. It is marked by a plurality of theoretical and methodological
approaches. What ties the different contributions together is a desire to broaden the theoretical
and empirical perspective in order to get a fuller picture of the conditions that drive domestic
implementation processes.

A first new development was that qualitative researchers in particular began to discover the
importance of domestic politics in determining the speed and correctness of legal adaptation to
European directives. Along these lines, [Treib| (2003albl [2004]) showed that party political pref-
erences of governments may have a decisive impact on transposition outcomes. In particular, he
takes issue with the behavioural assumptions underlying the mainstream misfit argument, notably
that domestic governments will always try to defend their existing policy traditions. Instead, his
empirical case studies show that governments may well accept wide-ranging deviations from the
status quo if the direction of the required reforms is in line with their party political preferences.
Conversely, government parties, who by definition hold veto power over transposition laws, may
also drag their heels on the realisation of rather minor adaptations if these modifications go against
the grain of their party political goals. Based on an advocacy-coalition approach to transposition,
took the same line by arguing that the preferences of crucial domestic actors and
their institutional positions in the decision-making process, rather than the degree of compati-
bility between European and domestic policies, are key to understanding the legal incorporation
of EU legislation. He illustrated this argument with case-study evidence from the transposition
of the Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Directive in Ireland and Germany. Similarly,
[Mastenbroek and Kaeding| (2006]) argued that EU implementation research needs to go “beyond
the goodness of fit” and instead focus more thoroughly on the preferences of crucial players in the
domestic political arena (for a critical discussion of this article and a defence of the goodness of
fit approach, see see also the response by [Mastenbroek and Kaeding|[2007)). In an em-
pirical case study on the transposition of two directives with significant misfit in the Netherlands,
[Mastenbroek and van Keulen| (2006 38) thus showed that favourable government preferences “may
work wonders in overcoming misfit”.

The second remarkable development in the third wave was the growing popularity of quanti-
tative studies. Thus, more and more scholars have come to use the easily available data on the
Commission’s infringement proceedings against member states to measure the amount of non-
compliance with EU law (Mbaye|[2001} [Borzel|[2001] [2003b}, [Tallberg|[2002} [Sverdrup|[2004} [Beachl
12005; [Borzel et al.|2007} [Perkins and Neumayer|2007). A second type of quantitative studies based
their analyses on the transposition measures that member states officially notify to the Commission.
One strand of this literature used transposition rates (Lampinen and Uusikyld|[1998]), sometimes
also in combination with infringement data (Giuliani|[2003} |Thomson, Torenvlied, and Arreguil
. These rates, which represent the share of transposed directives against all applicable di-
rectives at a certain period of time, are regularly reported in the Commission’s annual reports on
monitoring the application of Community lawﬂ Another group of scholars used the transposition
instruments reported in the Celex database (Borghetto, Franchino, and Giannetti|[2006), in domes-

7 also uses the official information on transposition reported in the Commission’s annual reports.
She does not analyse transposition rates as such, however. Instead, she looks at 54 specific directives from the field
of EU employment and social policy and tracks down the years when the member states were reported to have
notified transposition of these directives. This results in a proxy for transposition delays.
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tic legal databases (Mastenbroek|2003), or in a combination of both (Berglund, Gange, and van
[Waarden|[2006} [Kaeding][2006}, [2007, 2008} [Steunenberg and Rhinard|[2008} [Haverland and Romeijn
@, to determine when a particular directive was incorporated into national law.

In theoretical terms, many of these quantitative contributions are informed by compliance
approaches developed in the international relations literatureﬂ These approaches revolve around
the dichotomy between voluntary and involuntary non-compliance. Scholars stressing problems
of voluntary non-compliance argue that the willingness of states to comply with international
commitments depends on the domestic costs and benefits of adaptation and on the costs of defiance.
Where the costs outweigh the benefits, states will try to evade these burdens by non-compliance.
Therefore, effective monitoring and sanctioning by international supervisory authorities is required
to force unwilling states into compliance. This approach is known as the enforcement approach
(see e.g. [Downs, Rocke, and Barsoom|[1996). The management approach, in contrast, considers
lacking administrative and financial capabilities at the domestic level or ambiguous norms the
main sources of non-compliance. International organisations thus need to assist their members,
by organising training programmes and by providing such things as financial aid and the like (see
e.g. [Chayes and Handler Chayes|[1993)).

The theoretical insights of these statistical studies have hitherto been rather inconclusive. Some
find support for the argument that structural properties of domestic polities, such as the number
of veto players, have a significant impact on legal compliance (Lampinen and Uusikyla [1998
Giuliani|[2003; [Linos|[2007)), others do not (Mbaye|2001} [Borghetto, Franchino, and Giannetti[2006
Borzel et alf2007). Some conclude that support for European integration is an important factor
that facilitates compliance with regard to public support; [Linos|[2007| with regard
to support by government parties), others do not (Lampinen and Uusikyla|[1998)), while still
others find a negative correlation between these two variables (Borzel et al|[2007)). Some find a
significant effect of indicators meant to measure the degree of changes required by the policies
to be transposed (Mastenbroek|[2003; [Borghetto, Franchino, and Giannetti|2006; [Kaeding|[2006f
ILinos|[2007} [Thomson, Torenvlied, and Arregui[2007} [Steunenberg and Rhinard|[2008]), others do
not (Haverland and Romeijn|[2007)), and still others argue that misfit is a variable that cannot
be operationalised adequately for the use in quantitative studies (Borzel, Hofmann, and Sprungk]
. Results like these raise doubts about the reliability and robustness of the empirical findings
generated by this kind of research.

The only factor that seems to find support in most quantitative analyses so far is various aspects
of administrative capabilities (Mbaye|[2001; [Borghetto, Franchino, and Giannetti|[2006; [Kaeding
[2006} [Borzel ef al][2007 [Haverland and Romeijn|[2007} [Perkins and Neumayer][2007} [Steunenberg]
[and Rhinard|[2008} see also [Hille and Knill][2006] for the implementation of the acquis in the new
member states from Central and Eastern Europe).

This presents us with an interesting paradox: While qualitative studies in the third wave of
research have increasingly come to embrace the political character of transposition, the results of
quantitative research seem to point back to the arguments of the pioneers of EU implementation
research, who had highlighted the importance of efficient and well-co-ordinated administrations.

As an important step towards solving this puzzle, Bernard Steunenberg has developed an
interesting policy-specific model of the transposition process, which is based on the idea that the
actor constellation relevant for transposition varies between individual cases. These may range from
a politicised legislative mode to a more technical bureaucratic mode (Steunenberg|[2006} [2007} see
also|Dimitrova and Steunenberg]2000]). Crucial factors in this model are the type of instrument that
needs to be adopted to transpose a directive and the preferences of the actors whose agreement
is required for the adoption of this instrument. The type of legal instrument (parliamentary
legislation, decree, ministerial order, etc.) decides on whether the actor constellation comprises

8 Tt should be noted, however, that there are also qualitative studies that use this kind of framework (for example,
see [Ziirn and Joerges|[2005} [Hartlapp|[2005b}, [2007).
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the broad set of ministries, political parties and interest groups usually involved in enacting a piece
of legislation or whether the process is determined by a smaller set of actors, or even by a single
ministry, as is the case if a ministerial order is enough to transpose a directive.

This policy-specific model goes a long way towards a realistic conceptualisation of the variegated
political constellations to be found in individual cases of transposition. The model has found em-
pirical support in an analysis of a large dataset comprising about 900 cases of transposition. These
include four sectors (food regulation, transport, social policy and utilities regulation), five member
states (Germany, Greece, Spain, the Netherlands and the UK) and a time span of more than 20
years (Steunenberg and Rhinard|[2008)). However, it does not allow for theoretical expectations as
to what typical processes of transposition in a given country and in a given policy sector might
look like. Are there country or sector-specific patterns of the typical transposition instruments
used? Does this result in typical patterns of rather politicised or rather bureaucratic transposition
processes? And does a multi-actor constellation necessarily have to imply more problems than
a single-actor constellation, or is it not possible that serious delays occur even if only one single
ministry is in charge of transposition?

One answer to these questions was offered by a group of scholars who analysed the implemen-
tation of six directives from the field of EU social policy in the fifteen “old” member states prior
to Eastern enlargement. The results of this study demonstrate that simple causal arguments, such
as the misfit or veto player hypotheses, or the first-wave focus on administrative and procedural
factors, do not hold across their cases. Instead, they argue that it is a complex web of administra-
tive, institutional and actor-based factors that determines transposition outcomes (Falkner et al
12002} 2004} [Falkner et al|[2005; 277-316). Up to this point, the argument is not very different
from Steunenberg’s model or from the heterogeneous results of quantitative studies.

However, the empirical results of this comparative research suggest that there are huge inter-
country disparities, but strong similarities among members of different groups of countries, in the
way they typically fulfil their EU-related dutiesﬂ This results in a typology of three “worlds of
compliance”. The three country clusters are characterised by the varying importance of a culture of
compliance in member states’ political and administrative systems. In the world of law observance,
which consists of the Nordic countries, the presence of a culture of respect for the rule of law among
political and administrative actors usually ensures fast and correct transposition (Falkner et al.
317-341; see also [Leiber|[2005). In the world of neglect, the absence of such a culture in
both the political and administrative systems typically leads to long phases of bureaucratic inertia
and rather apolitical transposition processes. Greece, France or Portugal conform to this pattern
(Falkner et al][2005} 317-341; see also [Hartlapp|[2005a)). In the world of domestic politics, finally,
administrations usually work dutifully, but since a culture of compliance is absent in the political
realm, transposing EU law typically depends on the fit with the political preferences of government
parties and other powerful players in the domestic arena. This is the largest cluster, involving
countries like Germany, the Netherlands, Ireland and the UK (Falkner et al{[2005; 317-341; see
also |Treib|[2003albl [2004]).

This typology means that the controversial political interactions between political parties, pow-
erful interest groups and other important political actors, which were described by scholars like
Treib, or by Steunenberg’s multi-actor legislative mode, are only typical for a certain group of
countries. In other member states, transposition is usually a rather apolitical process, as in Ste-
unenberg’s bureaucratic mode or as suggested by some of the quantitative findings. In a third
group of countries, the actor constellation may be similar to multi-actor co-ordination, but it does
not give rise to deadlock and delays since all of these actors are culturally inclined to comply with
the law no matter what the short-term disadvantages may be. This also suggests that many of the
existing theoretical propositions are only “sometimes-true theories” (Falkner, Hartlapp, and Treib|

9 This contrasts sharply with the findings of [Dimitrakopoulos| (2001]), who identifies one single “European style
of transposition” across all the member states.
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, which are relevant in certain countries, but not in others. Political variables such as party
political preferences, interest group pressure and veto players should have a major impact in the
countries belonging to the world of domestic politics. Administrative factors should be particu-
larly important in the member states forming the world of neglect. In addition, collectively shared
cultural dispositions towards respecting the law should be able to explain the raft of transposition
processes in the countries belonging to the world of law observance.

The typology has recently been extended to the new member states from Central and Eastern
Europe. Based on a qualitative study of compliance with three social policy directives in the Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Hungry and Slovenia, [Falkner and Treib| (2008} see also [Falkner et al][2008)
identify a fourth world of compliance characterised by politicised transposition processes which,
due to pressure arising from accession conditionality, were concluded rather swiftly, and by serious
shortcomings in actual policy delivery in terms of law enforcement and practical application. The
authors dub this country cluster, which comprises not only Central and Eastern European countries
but also two of the old member states (Ireland and Italy), the “world of dead letters”. There are
signs that the pattern of relatively successful transposition but flawed enforcement and application
may also be found in further Central and Eastern European countries, such as Poland
0.

It remains to be established empirically whether and to what extent these country patterns
hold beyond the specific cases studied by Falkner et al. The results of quantitative research have
so far been rather mixed. The findings of , who looked at infringement proceedings
and showed that the Nordic countries are the subject of much less infringement proceedings and
give in much faster than other countries to the pressure from the Commission, tie in with the
identification of a specific Nordic world of law observance.

Attempts to directly establish the influence of a culture of respecting the rule of law, which
should separate the Nordic countries from the other member states, have hitherto been hampered
by the lack of appropriate data to measure the concept adequately (see [Falkner et al2007alb) and
have thus yielded contradictory results. On the basis of World Bank data, [Berglund, Gange, and|
[van Waarden| (2005]) find a significant impact of respect for the rule of law, while a later version
of the same paper, this time using a different indicator taken from the World Competitiveness
Yearbook, does not (Berglund, Gange, and van Waarden| [2006). [Toshkov| (2007a), employing
opinion poll data from the European Social Survey, finds that public attitudes towards the rule of
law do not correlate with the three country clusters, but concludes that the Nordic countries stand
out from the rest of the member states in terms of social trust and, to a lesser extent, trust in
the legal system. Using different mass survey data, [Borzel et al] (2007) find some support for the
argument that countries where citizens endorse the rule of law are more compliant than countries
where the rule of law is less accepted — although they argue that this evidence is not sufficient to
conclude that the rule of law hypothesis is fully confirmed.

A more indirect test of the “worlds of compliance” argument consists of establishing whether
the overall transposition performance of member states clusters according to the three worlds. The
countries in the world of law observance should score best, those in the world of neglect should
score worst, and the countries belonging to the world of domestic politics should be somewhere in
between. Using official notification data for the period 1998-2002, [Falkner, Hartlapp, and Treib|
demonstrate that this is the case. , whose quantitative test of the worlds
argument otherwise yields rather negative results, confirms this finding for the period 1998-2005.
This seems to suggest that the country clusters identified by the typology are not confined to the
field of social policy.

Further evidence that at least partly confirms the typology comes from the analysis of
junenberg and Rhinard| (2008)). Their dataset comprises four countries from the world of domestic
politics and one from the world of neglect. In line with the expectations of the typology, Greece is
the only member state in the sample that turns out to perform significantly worse than the others
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in terms of transposition. It has to be noted, however, that some other quantitative studies have
found no significant differences between the individual countries in their sample (Berglund, Gange,
and van Waarden|[2006) or between the three worlds of compliance (Thomson|[2007; [Thomson,
Torenvlied, and Arregui”2()07])lf|

Although the results are mixed, these quantitative contributions triggered important clarifi-
cations on various aspects of the worlds of compliance argument. The attempts to empirically
test whether the Nordic countries are marked by a collectively shared compliance culture, for ex-
ample, gave rise to the clarification that this culture is meant to prevail not among the general
citizenry or among political elites at large, but primarily among the group of experts dealing with
the implementation of EU legislation (Falkner et al]2007alb} see also[Toshkov|[2007b)). This means
that data on public attitudes towards the rule of law are not necessarily a very good indicator
for measuring the type of compliance culture highlighted by Falkner et al. As a reaction to the
apparent lack of politicisation of many processes of transposition even in countries belonging to
the world of domestic politics (see, e.g., [Berglund, Gange, and van Waarden|[2006} [Steunenberg
land Rhinard|[2008)), moreover, [Falkner et al| (2007b} 15) pointed out that besides the pattern of
political contestation between parties and interest groups, there may also be issues of a rather
specialised technical nature in the world of domestic politics which do not stir up interest among
political actors and may thus be resolved in a smooth bureaucratic mode.

The considerable proliferation of studies dealing with transposition should not conceal the
fact that third-wave research has also looked at the later stages of the implementation process.
Compared to earlier research, however, studies covering not only transposition but also enforcement
and application have become a very small minority in recent years. Among the few exceptions is a
study by [Versluis| (2003} 2004, 2007)), whose explicit focus is on the enforcement of two directives
from the field of chemical safety in four countries. She discovers major enforcement problems
in some of her cases and argues that issue salience is crucial in determining whether domestic
inspectors take a particular directive seriously or whether they ignore it.

The study by [Falkner et al.|(2005]) also included not only transposition but also enforcement and
application. Informed primarily by the insights of the top-down school in domestic implementation
research, they present a set of institutional conditions that determine the effectiveness of domestic
enforcement systems (“co-ordination and steering capacity”, “pressure capacity” and “availability
of information”), and they distinguish between different types of enforcement for different types
of norms (Falkner et al|[2005; 33-40). Applied to the fifteen member states included in their
study, they find that the shortcomings of the domestic systems of enforcing labour law in four
countries (Greece, Ireland, Ttaly and Portugal) “are so significant in overall terms that we regard
these countries as neglecting their duty to ensure not only legal transposition, but also a reasonable
level of practical compliance” (Falkner et al|[2005; 275). Even more significantly, the follow-up
study by |[Falkner et al| (2008} see also [Falkner and Treib|[2008) on the implementation of social
policy directives in four Central and Eastern Europe countries has demonstrated how wide the gulf
between legal compliance and practical application can be. Looking only at transposition would
have led to the conclusion that the four new member states are significantly more compliant than
their counterparts in the EU-15. Carefully studying enforcement and practical application, how-
ever, revealed significant shortcomings in street-level compliance in all four countries, thus forcing
the observer to reconsider the positive impression gained from the analysis of legal incorporation.

An interesting quantitative analysis dealing with domestic enforcement systems was presented
by . Inspired by the top-down school of implementation research, Jensen addresses
infringement cases related to incorrect enforcement and/or application of EU law in the field of
labour and social policy. He argues that member states whose governments operate police-patrol

10 The results of (2007), however, have to be interpreted with caution since his multivariate analysis
includes a number of factors that turn out to be statistically significant but have been shown, through careful
qualitative process tracing, to lack causal relevance for the transposition outcomes to be explained (Falkner|2007).
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oversight mechanisms vis-a-vis their domestic enforcement agencies, involving constant monitoring
and hierarchical powers, are able to resolve infringement cases more swiftly than countries with
more decentrally and less hierarchically organised fire-alarm mechanisms of oversight.

3 Discussion: What have we learnt?

After this historical overview of how the field of EU implementation and compliance research has
evolved over the past decades, this section will discuss the main insights we have gained so far,
and it will point to a number of problems and shortcomings that need to be addressed by future
research.

3.1 Implementation phases and policy areas studied

As has already been outlined above, most of the research has hitherto focused on the transposition
of EU directives. Despite a few notable exceptions, the tendency to neglect issues of enforcement
and application has even increased in the third wave of research. One reason for this seems to
be a methodological one: As more and more scholars have turned to quantitative approaches,
enforcement and application issues have taken a back seat since there are simply no appropriate
quantitative data for analysing the “street-level” aspects of implementation. This is rather un-
fortunate, since all qualitative studies that did include issues of practical implementation have
demonstrated that the “law in the books” is not necessarily the same as the “law in action”
13) — if that were otherwise, everything that was written in the context of domestic
implementation research would have been superfluous. Along the same lines, it is remarkable
that the implementation of EU regulations, which do not require domestic transposition, have so
far attracted so little interest (but see |Siedentopf and Ziller|[1988). From the standpoint of EU
policy-making, for example, one very interesting question to be addressed would be whether the
instrument of regulations works better than directives, since regulations offer less opportunities
for policy drift and shirking (as the huge transposition problems identified by many studies would
imply) or whether it is even the other way round, since regulations are too inflexible to adjust
to the diverse institutional and societal conditions in a polity that comprises so many different
societies, as the Siedentopf and Ziller project suggested (Ciavarini Azzil[1988} 199)@ Such a per-
spective could also link implementation studies to the study of different modes of governance (see
e.g. [Héritier|[2002} [2003} [Treib, Béhr, and Falkner|[2007)).

Another remarkable feature of existing EU implementation research is that studies with an
explicit focus on cross-sectoral policy comparison are in short supply. Most qualitative studies have
to date concentrated on one policy area. Particularly popular have been studies on environmental
policy (Demmke][1998} [Jordan|[1999al[b} [Knill and Lenschow|[2000b} [Haverland]|[2000} [Borzell 20032}
Bugdahn|[2005)), labour law and gender equality (Hoskyns|[1996} [Duinaj[1997} |Caporaso and Jupille]
2001} [Falkner et al|[2005} [Dimitrova and Rhinard|[2005), and internal market policies (Schwarze
et al][1990; [Schwarze, Becker, and Pollackl[1991] [1993} [Knill and Lehmkuhl 2000} [Héritier et al.
2001). The few qualitative studies that spanned two or more policy areas (see e.g. [Siedentopf
and Ziller|[1988; [Duinal[1999)) did not follow a systematic comparative approach in the sense that
they were looking for systematic sectoral patterns in implementation. The same is largely true
for the quantitative studies. Most of these cover cross-sectoral data, but very few of them have
as yet sought to test whether there are cross-sectoral differences in compliance patterns (but see:
[Steunenberg and Rhinard|[2008)).

—

11 Within the Commission, there seem to be tendencies in favour of the former option. Thus, a “Commission staff
working paper”, which was published in the run-up to the White Paper on European Governance, recommends that
the Commission should, whenever possible, prefer regulations to directives 1 2001).
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Therefore, EU implementation research is in need of cross-sectoral studies that could examine
whether the evidence for country-specific implementation styles needs to be complemented with
sector-specific (sub-)styles. Following the seminal article of (1972)), domestic implementation
researchers such as [Mayntz| (1977)), Windhoff-Héritier| (1980) or [Ripley and Franklin| (1982) have
in fact argued that different policy types imply different conflicts and problems and therefore lead
to different types of implementation processes. Moreover, EU compliance research will need to
broaden its perspective in order to cover policies that have hitherto attracted only scant attention,
such as agricultural policy or issues belonging to the expanding area of justice and home affairs.

3.2 Methodology: Between quantitative and qualitative approaches

While case study research was the standard method in the first two waves of research, quantitative
analyses have become more and more popular in the third wave. The analytical advantage of these
quantitative approaches is their broad empirical basis, which usually spans several decades and
policy areas as well as all or almost all member states. This has to be regarded as an asset in itself,
since case study research, while often times being able to establish interesting causal relationships,
has problems in proving that the patterns identified are actually representative for other cases.
At the same time, however, quantitative studies often struggle with finding appropriate indicators
to measure the concepts that are considered theoretically relevant and with identifying causal
relationships behind the correlations they find.

As indicated by the rather inconclusive results described above, quantitative EU implemen-
tation research seems to be ridden with similar problems. The main difficulties appear to be
associated with the data employed to measure the dependent variable (for an overview of these
problems, see [Falkner et al]2007alb} [Hartlapp and Falkner] 2008} see also 988
990). Those studies that use the transposition information reported in the Commission’s annual
reports and the transposition measures reported in Celex and other databases have the first major
drawback that these data are restricted to the legal phase of transposition. But even if we accept
completely disregarding issues of enforcement and application, these data have a second major
problem: they do not give any indication of the correctness of what has been officially notified by
the member states. Cases where transposition is being notified on time are thus treated as if all
(legal) requirements had been met dutifully no matter how incomplete or incorrect the notified
laws may be. This method thus seriously underestimates the actual size (and probably also the
shape) of the transposition deficit.

That this is a major drawback can even be shown by using other statistical data: A quick
look at the official Commission data on infringement proceedings against non-compliant member
states reveals that non-transposition is only part of the story. Among the 517 directive-related
infringement proceedings that were transferred to the European Court of Justice between 2002
and 2004, only about 60 per cent concerned cases of non-notification (own calculation based on
Annex II). Scholars who look at transposition rates and notification data only thus turn a
blind eye to the remaining 40 per cent of the cases. This alone should raise serious doubts as to
the appropriateness of this kind of data.

This brings us to the second type of quantitative studies, which uses infringement data. These
data are certainly less distorted than the official transposition data, as they include at least some
of the actual cases of incorrect or insufficient transposition. However, in-depth empirical case
studies have clearly demonstrated that these data are also far from perfect. Due to a serious
lack of resources, the Commission is only able to systematically detect and pursue cases of late
notification, while many cases of inaccurate transposition — and even more so cases of insufficient
enforcement or wrongful application — slip past its attention. Thus, [Falkner et al] (2005} 204-205)
conclude that the Commission’s infringement data only represent the “tip of the iceberg”, which
does “not necessarily say much about the size or the shape of those parts that remain below the
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waterline” .

One way out of this unpleasant situation was suggested by [Mastenbroek| (2005; 1113). She
makes the case for a combination of both statistical and qualitative methods, for example by
conducting qualitative case studies to scrutinise the findings derived from statistical analyses.
However, this would not solve the central problem. A few additional case studies will not suffice
to actually scrutinise the results of quantitative studies that are based on data of rather poor
quality. Instead of starting with the weaknesses of statistical analyses and trying to eradicate
them by qualitative studies, we could also proceed the other way round. Collaborative research
projects, such as the ones carried out by [Siedentopf and Ziller| (1988)) or [Falkner et al.| (2005)),
have successfully demonstrated that qualitative research does not have to be confined to a small-n
setting. Unless the data problems associated with quantitative studies have been eliminated, trying
to carry out more of these medium-n qualitative studies seems to be at least as worthwhile as the
option of supplementing quantitative analyses with a few additional case studies. This is especially
true if we want to learn more about enforcement and application, an area where no quantitative
data are available at all.

3.3 Theoretical progress despite little cumulativeness

The methodological problems discussed in the previous section notwithstanding, we can conclude
that the body of literature as it exists today has taught us a lot about the logic of implementing
EU legislation.

As far as transposition is concerned, it seems to be commonly accepted by now that our theoret-
ical explanations should be informed by well-established theoretical mechanisms from comparative
politics and international relations research. In this context, scholars also seem to accept that
we need to take into account both structural and agency-related factors, that is administrative
and political capacity variables as well as factors determining the willingness of domestic actors.
Among the former, the most significant variables appear to be administrative efficiency and veto
players. With regard to the latter, many studies have pointed to the relevance of political prefer-
ences of governments and interest groups as well as cultural dispositions. Moreover, there seem to
be different configurations and different relative weights of these factors in different cases. More
research is still needed to determine which types of cases are marked by what type of typical trans-
position pattern. There is evidence suggesting that transposition styles differ between countries
or, more precisely, between country clusters. In contrast, we know comparatively little about the
cross-sectoral variance of transposition patterns within member states. For example, it seems quite
plausible theoretically that transposition is different in rather technical policy areas than in highly
politicised ones, at least in countries where politicisation in general is a typical feature.

With regard to enforcement and application, progress has been less pronounced. In fact, contri-
butions addressing the crucial phase of practical implementation “on the ground” have decreased
recently, compared to the first and especially the second waves of research. However, it seems to
be clear by now that the theoretical models employed to explain the way member states translate
the law into action need to be different from the approaches used to explain transposition. Future
research will be well advised to make more extensive use of the theoretical insights gained from
domestic implementation research since it does not seem to make a major conceptual difference
whether we look at how domestic legislation stemming from a European directive or how purely
domestic law is being put into practice.

One thing that could and should be avoided by future research is the lack of cumulativeness that
has marked some of the literature so far. Keeping track of supportive or contradictory evidence
in relation to certain hypotheses is not an easy task if scholars fail to relate their findings to
these hypotheses. For example, compliance approaches derived from the international relations
literature seem to have become more and more fashionable recently, especially in the area of
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statistical research. If these analyses find support for the argument that administrative capabilities
are important determinants for (non)compliance, it is certainly interesting to discuss this finding
in terms of the management approach. For the progress of EU implementation research as a
whole, however, it would be even more desirable to link these results back to theoretical arguments
presented by [Siedentopf and Ziller| (1988) and others at a time when IR compliance approaches
were not yet en vogue. Another example is a recent paper by [van der Vleuten| (2005), which
presents evidence from a study on the implementation of EU gender equality policies in France,
Germany and the Netherlands. The author argues that “the willingness to implement depends on
the economic and ideological costs of policy change and on the amount of pressure exercised by
societal actors” (van der Vleuten|[2005; Abstract). This interesting result would have been much
easier to digest by the scholarly community if the author had pointed out that her findings are
very much in line with Borzel’s pull-and-push model presented five years earlier .

In sum, EU implementation research has made considerable theoretical progress over the last
decades. Future research will thus be able to start from a considerably broader set of knowledge
than the early contributions of the 1980s. The extent to which further progress will be made,
however, also depends on the ability of the scholarly community to organise its research in a
constructive and cumulative way.

4 Conclusion

The process of implementing policies enacted at the EU level is a particularly interesting object
of study. The EU is marked by a highly decentralised implementation structure that leaves re-
sponsibility for policy execution to the member states. Given the heterogeneity of interests among
the actors involved in EU decision-making and the high consensus requirements, EU policies of-
ten contain fuzzy concepts and leave certain issues to the discretion of member states in order to
facilitate agreement. What applies to implementation in general is thus particularly true for the
domestic execution of EU policies: crucial decisions that may decide on the success or failure of a
policy are regularly taken at the implementation stage.

It was not until the mid 1980s that EU scholars discovered this interesting issue. Since then,
the field has developed into one of the growth industries within EU research. In light of the
considerable proliferation of EU compliance studies, especially over the last couple of years, this
essay has sought to provide a systematic overview of the historical development of the field, and it
has endeavoured to identify the most important theoretical, empirical and methodological lessons
to be drawn so far.

Despite some notable exceptions, research has until now focused to a remarkable degree on
transposition, while comparatively little is known about issues of enforcement and application.
Also, few studies have systematically explored processes of implementation in different policy
areas, and certain important sectors have been neglected. There is thus a huge empirical field to
be explored by future research.

With regard to transposition, scholars meanwhile seem to agree that we need to address factors
that influence both the capacity of member states to comply and the willingness of domestic actors
to fulfil the requirements stemming from EU legislation. The most important capacity variables
appear to be administrative efficiency and veto players. With regard to willingness, the most
significant factors seem to be political preferences of governments and interest groups as well as
cultural dispositions. The main task to be accomplished by future research is to establish under
which conditions which configurations of factors prevail. As a first step, there is evidence suggesting
that the general transposition styles differ significantly between different country clusters. More
research is needed to establish how far transposition patterns also vary between different sectors
within member states.
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Despite the relatively few research efforts explicitly devoted to enforcement and application, one
insight gained so far is that research on the logics underlying the phase of practical implementation
requires different theoretical approaches than those applied to transposition. Making more use
of the theoretical insights gained from domestic implementation research would seem to be a
particularly promising avenue for future research in this area.

In methodological terms, finally, the above survey of the literature has uncovered a number
of problems associated with the steadily growing number of quantitative analyses. Unless these
problems, which are mainly associated with the quality of the available data used to measure
the dependent variable, have been solved, scholars are well advised to rely on comparative case
studies, at least in addition to statistical analyses. Some of the earlier research has demonstrated
that well-organised case study research does not have to be confined to small-n studies. Crafting
collaborative research projects in which something between 50 and 100 cases would be analysed
qualitatively by a group of scholars would thus seem to be a viable alternative to quantitative
research. This is especially true for the study of enforcement and application, where very few
quantitative data are available.

Living Reviews in Furopean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

20 Oliver Treib

References

Béhr, Holger, 2006, “Implementationsprobleme trotz iibereinstimmender Politik: Die Rolle
von Ideen und Institutionen bei der Umsetzung européischer Umweltpolitik”, Osterreichische
Zeitschrift fiir Politikwissenschaft, 35(4): 407-424.

Bailey, Ian, 2002, “National Adaptation to European Integration: Institutional Ve-
toes and Goodness-of-Fit”, Journal of European Public Policy, 9(5): 791-811,
[10.1080/13501760210162366} |§|

Bardach, Eugene, 1977, The Implementation Game: What Happens after a Bill Becomes a Law,
MIT Press, Cambridge, MA.

Barrett, Susan M., 2004, “Implementation Studies: Time for a Revival? Personal Reflections on 20
Years of Implementation Studies”, Public Administration, 82(2): 249-262, |doi:10.1111/j.0033
3298.2004.00393.x1 [l

Beach, Derek, 2005, “Why Governments Comply: An Integrative Compliance Model that Bridges
the Gap Between Instrumental and Normative Models of Compliance”, Journal of European
Public Policy, 12(1): 113-142,]d0i:10.1080/1350176042000311934}

Berglund, Sara, Gange, leva, van Waarden, Frans, 2005, “Taking Institutions Seriously: A
Sociological-Institutionalist Approach to Explaining Transposition Delays of European Food
Safety and Utilities Directives”, ECPR Joint Sessions, Granada, Spain, 14-19 April, conference
paper. Related online version (cited on 02 November 2006):
lhttp://www.essex.ac.uk/ecpr/events/jointsessions/paperarchive/g/jranada/ws4/ |
[BERGLUND_Gange_vanWaarden. pdf] [2.3]

Berglund, Sara, Gange, leva, van Waarden, Frans, 2006, “Mass Production of Law: Routinization
in the Transposition of European Directives: A Sociological-institutionalist Account”, Journal
of European Public Policy, 13(5): 692-716, |[doi:10.1080/13501760600808550}

Borghetto, Enrico, Franchino, Fabio, Giannetti, Daniela, 2006, “Complying with the Transposition
Deadlines of EU Directives: Evidence from Italy”, Rivista Italiana di Politiche Pubbliche, 5(1):
7-38, [doi:10.1483 /21752}

Borzel, Tanja A., 2000, “Why There Is No ‘Southern Problem’: On Environmental Leaders and
Laggards in the European Union”, Journal of European Public Policy, 7(1): 141-162,

[10.1080/135017600343313] 2.2 [6}

Borzel, Tanja A., 2001, “Non-Compliance in the European Union: Pathology or Statistical Arte-
fact?”, Journal of European Public Policy, 8(5): 803-824,]d0i:10.1080/13501760110083527]

Borzel, Tanja A., 2002, “Pace-Setting, Foot-Dragging, and Fence-Sitting: Member State Responses
to Europeanization”, Journal of Common Market Studies, 40(2): 193-214, |doi:10.1111,/1468
0960.0050 1

Borzel, Tanja A., 2003a, Environmental Leaders and Laggards in Europe: Why there is (not) a
‘Southern Problem’, Ashgate, Aldershot.

Borzel, Tanja A., 2003b, “Guarding the Treaty: The Compliance Strategies of the European Com-
mission”, in The State of the European Union, (Eds.) Borzel, Tanja A., Cichowski, Rachel A.,
chap. 6, pp. 197-220, Oxford University Press, Oxford.

Living Reviews in FEuropean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760210162366
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760210162366
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.0033-3298.2004.00393.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.0033-3298.2004.00393.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1350176042000311934
http://www.essex.ac.uk/ecpr/events/jointsessions/paperarchive/g% ranada/ws4/BERGLUND_Gange_vanWaarden.pdf
http://www.essex.ac.uk/ecpr/events/jointsessions/paperarchive/g% ranada/ws4/BERGLUND_Gange_vanWaarden.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760600808550
http://dx.doi.org/10.1483/21752
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/135017600343313
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/135017600343313
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760110083527
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1468-5965.00351
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1468-5965.00351
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

Implementing and complying with EU governance outputs 21

Borzel, Tanja A., 2006, “Patricipation Through Law Enforcement: The Case of the European
Union”, Comparative Political Studies, 39(1): 128-152, [doi:10.1177/0010414005283220}

Borzel, Tanja A., Hofmann, Tobias, Sprungk, Carina, 2004, “Why do States not Obey the Law?
Non-Compliance in the European Union”, Workshop on Transposition and Compliance in the
European Union, conference paper. Related online version (cited on 11 August 2006):
lhttp://userpage.fu-berlin.de/~europe/forschung/docs/boerzel_hofymann_sprungk_ |

o0t} 23

Borzel, Tanja A., Dudziak, Meike, Hofmann, Tobias, Panke, Diana, Sprungk, Carina, 2007, “Re-
calcitrance, Inefficiency, and Support for European Integration: Why Member States Do (Not)
Comply with European Law”, Center for Furopean Studies Working Paper, No. 151, Harvard
University, Cambridge. URL (cited on 20 August 2008):
[http://www.ces.fas.harvard.edu/publications/docs/pdfs/Borzel_CE4S_151.pdf] [2-3]

Bugdahn, Sonja, 2005, “Of Europeanization and Domestication: The Implementation of the En-
viromental Information Directive in Ireland, Great Britain and Germany”, Journal of European
Public Policy, 12(1): 177-199, |doi:10.1080/1350176042000311961}

Bursens, Peter, 2002, “Why Denmark and Belgium Have Different Implementation Records: On
Transposition Laggards and Leaders in the EU”, Scandinavian Political Studies, 25(2): 173-195,
[d0i:10.1111/1467-9477.00068]

Caporaso, James, Jupille, Joseph, 2001, “The Europeanization of Gender Equality Policy and
Domestic Structural Change”, in Transforming Europe: Europeanization and Domestic Change,
(Eds.) Cowles, Maria G., Caporaso, James, Risse, Thomas, pp. 21-43, Cornell University Press,
Ithaca. [B.1]

Chayes, Abram, Handler Chayes, Antonia, 1993, “On Compliance”, International Organization,

47(2): 175-205.

Ciavarini Azzi, Guiseppe (Ed.), 1985, L’application du droit communautaire par les états membres,
European Institute of Public Administration, Maastricht.

Ciavarini Azzi, Guiseppe, 1988, “What Is this New Research into the Implementation of Com-
munity Legislation Bringing Us?”, in Making Furopean Policies Work: The Implementation
of Community Legislation in the Member States, (Eds.) Siedentopf, Heinrich, Ziller, Jacques,
chap. 1, pp. 190-201, Sage, London.

Ciavarini Azzi, Guiseppe, 2000, “The Slow March of European Legislation: The Implementation of
Directives”, in European Integration after Amsterdam: Institutional Dynamics and Prospects for
Democracy, (Eds.) Neunreither, Karlheinz, Wiener, Antje, pp. 52-67, Oxford University Press,
Oxford. 2.1

Demmke, Christoph, 1994, Die Implementation von EG-Umuweltpolitik in den Mitgliedstaaten: Um-
setzung und Vollzug der Trinkwasserrichtlinie, Nomos, Baden-Baden.

Demmke, Christoph (Ed.), 1998, Europdische Umweltpolitik und nationale Verwaltungen: Rolle
und Aufgaben nationaler Verwaltungen im Entscheidungsprozefy, European Institute of Public
Administration, Maastricht.

Demmbke, Christoph, 2001, “Towards Effective Environmental Regulation: Innovative Approaches
in Implementing and Enforcing European Environmental Law and Policy”, Jean Monnet Work-
ing Papers, No.5/01, NYU School of Law, New York. URL (cited on 20 August 2008):
lhttp://www.jeanmonnetprogram.org/papers/01/010501.html}

Living Reviews in Furopean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0010414005283220
http://userpage.fu-berlin.de/~europe/forschung/docs/boerzel_hof% mann_sprungk_2004.pdf
http://userpage.fu-berlin.de/~europe/forschung/docs/boerzel_hof% mann_sprungk_2004.pdf
http://www.ces.fas.harvard.edu/publications/docs/pdfs/Borzel_CE% S_151.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1350176042000311961
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1467-9477.00068
http://www.jeanmonnetprogram.org/papers/01/010501.html
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

22 Oliver Treib

Derthick, Martha, 1972, New Towns In-town: Why a Federal program failed, Urban Institute,
Washington, DC. 2]

Dimitrakopoulos, Dionyssis, 2001, “The Transposition of EU Law: ‘Post-decisional Politics’ and
Institutional Economy”, European Law Journal, 7(4): 442-458, [doi:10.1111/1468-0386.00137} [9]

Dimitrova, Antoaneta L., Rhinard, Mark, 2005, “The Power of Norms in the Transposition of EU
Directives”, European Integration online Papers, 9, No. 16,]d0i:10.1695/2005016} URL (cited on
11 August 2006):

[ottp://eiop.or.at/eiop/texte/2005-016.html [4]

Dimitrova, Antoaneta L., Steunenberg, Bernard, 2000, “The Search for Convergence of National
Policies in the European Union: An Impossible Quest?”, European Union Politics, 1(2): 201-
226, [doi:10.1177 /1465116500001002003)}

Downs, George W., Rocke, David M., Barsoom, Peter N., 1996, “Is the Good News about Com-
pliance also Good News about Cooperation?”, International Organization, 50(3): 379-406.

Duina, Francesco G., 1997, “Explaining Legal Implementation in the European Union”, Interna-
tional Journal of the Sociology of Law, 25(2): 155-180, |[doi:10.1006 /ijs1.1997.0039}

Duina, Francesco G., 1999, Harmonizing Furope: Nation-States within the Common Market, State
University of New York Press, Albany. 2.2]

Duina, Francesco G., 2007, “Domestic Actors and Europeanization: Why ‘Fit’ Still Matters”,
Comparative European Politics, 5(3): 339-341, [doi:10.1057 /palgrave.cep.6110116]

Duina, Francesco G., Blithe, Frank, 1999, “Nation-states and common markets: the institu-
tional conditions for acceptance”, Review of International Political Economy, 6(4): 494-530,
[d01:10.7080/096922999347146}

EC, 2001, “Recommendations for the Improvement of the Application of Community Law by the
Member States and its Enforcement by the Commission: Commission Staff Working Paper”,
Commission of the European Communities, Brussels. Related online version (cited on 20 August
2008):

[http://ec.europa.eu/governance/white_paper/recommendations_en.p/df}

EC, 2005, “22nd Report on monitoring the application of Community law”, COM(2005) 570,
Commission of the European Communities, Brussels. Related online version (cited on 2 June
2008):

[http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=C0OM:2005: %0570 : FIN:EN: |
[PDE

Elmore, Richard F., 1982, “Backward Mapping: Implementation Research and Policy Decisions”,
in Studying Implementation: Methodological and Administrative Issues, (Ed.) Williams, Walter,
pp. 18-35, Chatham House Publishers, Chatham.

Falkner, Gerda, 2007, “Time to Discuss: Data to Crunch or Problem to Solve? A Rejoinder to
Robert Thomson”, West Furopean Politics, 30(5): 1009-1021, [doi:10.1080/01402380701617415]
[Ial

Falkner, Gerda, Treib, Oliver, 2008, “Three Worlds of Compliance or Four? The EU-15 Com-
pared to New Member States”, Journal of Common Market Studies, 46(2): 293-313,
[10.1111/7.1468-5965.2007.00777.x}

Living Reviews in FEuropean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1468-0386.00137
http://dx.doi.org/10.1695/2005016
http://eiop.or.at/eiop/texte/2005-016.htm
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1465116500001002003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/ijsl.1997.0039
http://dx.doi.org/10.1057/palgrave.cep.6110116
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/096922999347146
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/white_paper/recommendations_en.p% df
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2005:% 0570:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2005:% 0570:FIN:EN:PDF
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01402380701617415
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-5965.2007.00777.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-5965.2007.00777.x
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

Implementing and complying with EU governance outputs 23

Falkner, Gerda, Hartlapp, Miriam, Leiber, Simone, Treib, Oliver, 2002, “Transforming Social
Policy in Europe? The EC’s Parental Leave Directive and Misfit in the 15 Member States”,
MPIfG Working Papers, WP 02/11, Max Planck Institute for the Study of Societies, Kdln.
URL (cited on 11 August 2006):
lhttp://www.mpi-fg-koeln.mpg.de/pu/workpap/wp02-11/wp02-11.html}

Falkner, Gerda, Hartlapp, Miriam, Leiber, Simone, Treib, Oliver, 2004, “Non-Compliance with EU
Directives in the Member States: Opposition Through the Backdoor?”, West European Politics,
27(3): 452-473, [doi:10.1080,/0140238042000228095]

Falkner, Gerda, Treib, Oliver, Hartlapp, Miriam, Leiber, Simone, 2005, Complying with Europe:
EU Harmonisation and Soft Law in the Member States, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge;
New York. Related online version (cited on 20 August 2008):

[attp://books.google.com/books?id=H9502VanF1Y(} [3] 2.2]

Falkner, Gerda, Hartlapp, Miriam, Leiber, Simone, Treib, Oliver, 2007a, “In Search of the Worlds
of Compliance: A Brief Reply”, Journal of European Public Policy, 14(6): 954-958,
[10.1080/13501760701497956]

Falkner, Gerda, Hartlapp, Miriam, Leiber, Simone, Treib, Oliver, 2007b, “In Search of the Worlds
of Compliance: Promises and Pitfalls of Quantitative Testing”, Political Science Series, No. 113,
Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna. URL (cited on 20 August 2008):
[http://www.ihs.ac.at/publications/pol/pw_113.pdf}

Falkner, Gerda, Hartlapp, Miriam, Treib, Oliver, 2007c, “Worlds of Compliance: Why Leading
Approaches to the Implementation of EU Legislation Are Only ‘Sometimes-True Theories”’,
European Journal of Political Research, 46(3): 395-416, |[doi:10.1111/j.1475-6765.2007.00703.x]
23]

Falkner, Gerda, Treib, Oliver, Holzleithner, Elisabeth, Causse, Emmanuelle, Furtlehner, Petra,
Schulze, Marianne, Wiedermann, Clemens, 2008, Compliance in the Enlarged European Union:
Living Rights or Dead Letters?, Ashgate, Aldershot.

From, Johan, Stava, Per, 1993, “Implementation of Community Law: The Last Stronghold of
National Control?”, in Making Policy in Furope: The Europeification of National Policy-Making,
(Eds.) Andersen, Svein S., Eliassen, Kjell A., pp. 55-67, Sage, London.

Giuliani, Marco, 2003, “Europeanization in Comparative Perspective: Institutional Fit and Do-
mestic Adaptation”, in The Politics of Europeanization, (Eds.) Featherstone, Kevin, Radaelli,
Claudio M., pp. 134-155, Oxford University Press, Oxford. Related online version (cited on 20
August 2008):

[attp://books.google.com/books?id=DigpmNYULcoC [2.3]

Goetz, Klaus H., Meyer-Sahling, Jan-Hinrik, 2008, “The Europeanisation of national political
systems: Parliaments and executives”, Living Reviews in Furopean Governance, 3(2), Ireg-2008-
2. URL (cited on 20 August 2008):

[http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-2]

Hartlapp, Miriam, 2005a, Die Kontrolle der nationalen Rechtsdurchsetzung durch die Europdische
Kommission, vol. 53 of Schriften des Max-Planck-Instituts fiir Gesellschaftsforschung, Koln,
Campus, Frankfurt/Main; New York.

Living Reviews in Furopean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://www.mpi-fg-koeln.mpg.de/pu/workpap/wp02-11/wp02-11.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0140238042000228095
http://books.google.com/books?id=H95O2VanF1YC
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760701497956
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760701497956
http://www.ihs.ac.at/publications/pol/pw_113.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1475-6765.2007.00703.x
http://books.google.com/books?id=D1qpmNYULcoC
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-2
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

24 Oliver Treib

Hartlapp, Miriam, 2005b, “Two Variations on a Theme: Different Logics of Implementation
Management in the EU and the ILO”, FEuropean Integration online Papers, 9, No. 7,
10.1695/2005007} URL (cited on 20 August 2008):
http://eiop.or.at/eiop/texte/2005-007a.htm}

Hartlapp, Miriam, 2007, “On Enforcement, Management and Persuasion: Different Logics of Imple-
mentation Policy in the EU and the ILO”, Journal of Common Market Studies, 45(3): 653-674,
[doi:10.1111/5.1468-5965.2007.00721 .4

Hartlapp, Miriam, Falkner, Gerda, 2008, “Problems of Operationalisation and Data in EU Com-
pliance Research”, Discussion Paper, No. SP 1 2008-104, Social Science Research Center Berlin,
Berlin. URL (cited on 20 August 2008):
[bttp://skylla.wz-berlin.de/pdf/2008/108-104.pdf}

Haverland, Markus, 2000, “National Adaptation to European Integration: The Importance of Insti-
tutional Veto Points”, Journal of Public Policy, 20(1): 83-103,]d0i:10.1017/S0143814X00000763]

2.2 3.1

Haverland, Markus, Romeijn, Marleen, 2007, “Do Member States Make European Policies
Work? Analysing the EU Transposition Deficit”, Public Administration, 85(3): 757778,
[10.1111/].1467-9299.2007.00670.x]

Héritier, Adrienne, 1996, “The Accommodation of Diversity in European Policy-making and Its
Outcomes: Regulatory Policy as a Patchwork”, Journal of European Public Policy, 3(2): 149—
167, [doi:10.1080/13501769608407026}

Héritier, Adrienne, 2001, “Differential Europe: National Administrative Responses to Commu-
nity Policy”, in Transforming Europe: FEuropeanization and Domestic Change, (Eds.) Cowles,
Maria G., Caporaso, James, Risse, Thomas, pp. 44-59, Cornell University Press, Ithaca.

Héritier, Adrienne, 2002, “New Modes of Governance in Europe: Policy-Making without Legislat-
ing?”, in Common Goods: Reinventing European and International Governance, (Ed.) Héritier,
Adrienne, pp. 185-206, Rowman & Littlefield, Lanham, MD.

Héritier, Adrienne, 2003, “New Modes of Governance in Europe: Increasing Political Capacity and
Policy Effectiveness”, in The State of the European Union, (Eds.) Borzel, Tanja A., Cichowski,
Rachel A., chap. 6, pp. 105-126, Oxford University Press, Oxford. [3]]

Héritier, Adrienne, Knill, Christoph, 2001, “Differential Responses to European Policies: A Com-
parison”, in Differential Europe: The European Union Impact on National Policymaking, (Eds.)
Héritier, Adrienne, Kerwer, Dieter, Knill, Christoph, Lehmkuhl, Dirk, Teutsch, Michael, Douil-
let, Anne-Cécile, pp. 257-321, Rowman & Littlefield, Lanham, MD.

Héritier, Adrienne, Knill, Christoph, Mingers, Susanne, 1996, Ringing the Changes in Europe:
Regulatory Competition and Redefinition of the State. Britain, France, Germany, de Gruyter,
Berlin; New York.

Héritier, Adrienne, Kerwer, Dieter, Knill, Christoph, Lehmkuhl, Dirk, Teutsch, Michael, Douil-
let, Anne-Cécile (Eds.), 2001, Differential Europe: The European Union Impact on National
Policymaking, Rowman & Littlefield, Lanham, MD.

Hille, Peter, Knill, Christoph, 2006, “It’s the Bureaucracy, Stupid’: The Implementation of the
Acquis Communautaire in EU Candidate Countries, 1999-2003”, Furopean Union Politics, 7(4):
531-552, [doi:10.1177/1465116506069442]

Living Reviews in FEuropean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://dx.doi.org/10.1695/2005007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1695/2005007
http://eiop.or.at/eiop/texte/2005-007a.htm
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-5965.2007.00721.x
http://skylla.wz-berlin.de/pdf/2008/i08-104.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0143814X00000763
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9299.2007.00670.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9299.2007.00670.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501769608407026
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1465116506069442
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

Implementing and complying with EU governance outputs 25

Hjern, Benny, Porter, David O., 1981, “Implementation Structures: A New Unit of Administrative
Analysis”, Organization Studies, 2(3): 211-227, [doi:10.1177/017084068100200301}

Hoskyns, Catherine, 1996, Integrating Gender: Women, Law and Politics in the European Union,
Verso, London. (3.1

Immergut, Ellen M., 1998, “The Theoretical Core of the New Institutionalism”, Politics € Society,

26(1): 5-34.

Jensen, Christian B., 2007, “Implementing Europe: A Question of Oversight”, European Union
Politics, 8(4): 451-477, [doi:10.1177/1465116507082810}

Jordan, Andrew, 1999a, “European Community Water Policy Standards: Locked in or Watered
Down?”, Journal of Common Market Studies, 37(1): 13-37,|doi:10.1111/1468-5965.00148]

Jordan, Andrew, 1999b, “The Implementation of EU Environmental Policy: A Policy Problem
without a Political Solution?”, Environment and Planning C, 17(1): 69-90. URL (cited on 20
August 2008):

[pttp://www.envplan. com/epc/fulltext/c17/c170069. pdf}

Kaeding, Michael, 2006, “Determinants of Transposition Delay in the European Union”, Journal
of Public Policy, 26(3): 229-253, [doi:10.1017/50143814X06000547}

Kaeding, Michael, 2007, Better Regulation in the Furopean Union: Lost in Translation or Full
Steam Ahead? The Transposition of EU Transport Directives across Member States, Leiden
University Press, Leiden. 2.3]

Kaeding, Michael, 2008, “Lost in Translation or Full Steam Ahead: The Transposition of EU
Transport Policy Directives across Member States”, Furopean Union Politics, 9(1): 115-143,
[doi:10.1177/1465116507085959

Knill, Christoph, Lehmkuhl, Dirk, 2000, “An Alternative Route of European Integra-
tion: The Community’s Railways Policy”, West FEuropean Politics, 23(1): 65-88,
[10.1080,/01402380008425352]

Knill, Christoph, Lenschow, Andrea, 1998, “Coping with Europe: The Impact of British and Ger-
man Administrations on the Implementation of EU Environmental Policy”, Journal of European
Public Policy, 5(4): 595-614, [doi:10.1080/13501769880000041] [2.2] [6]

Knill, Christoph, Lenschow, Andrea, 2000a, “Do New Brooms Really Sweep Cleaner? Implemen-
tation of New Instruments in EU Environmental Policy”, in Implementing EU Environmental
Policy: New Directions and Old Problems, (Eds.) Knill, Christoph, Lenschow, Andrea, pp. 251—
282, Manchester University Press, Manchester. [2.2

Knill, Christoph, Lenschow, Andrea (Eds.), 2000b, Implementing EU Environmental Policy. New
Directions and Old Problems, Manchester University Press, Manchester. 2.2] 3.]

Knill, Christoph, Lenschow, Andrea, 2001, “Adjusting to EU Environmental Policy: Change and
Persistence of Domestic Administrations”, in Transforming Europe: FEuropeanization and Do-
mestic Change, (Eds.) Cowles, Maria G., Caporaso, James, Risse, Thomas, pp. 116136, Cornell
University Press, Ithaca. |2.2

Krislov, Samuel, Ehlermann, Claus-Dieter, Weiler, Joseph, 1986, “The Political Organs and the
Decision-Making Process in the United States and the European Community”, in Integration
Through Law: Europe and the American Federal Ezperience, (Eds.) Cappelletti, Mauro, Sec-
combe, Monica, Weiler, Joseph, pp. 3-110, Walter de Gruyter, Berlin.

Living Reviews in Furopean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/017084068100200301
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1465116507082810
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1468-5965.00148
http://www.envplan.com/epc/fulltext/c17/c170069.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0143814X06000547
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1465116507085959
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01402380008425352
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01402380008425352
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501769880000041
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

26 Oliver Treib

Ladrech, Robert, 2008, “Europeanization of political parties”, Living Reviews in European Gover-
nance, 3(6), lreg-2008-6. Forthcoming.

Lampinen, Risto, Uusikylad, Petri, 1998, “Implementation Deficit: Why Member States Do
Not Comply with EU Directives?”, Scandinavian Political Studies, 21(3): 231-251,
[[0.1111/7.1467-9477.1998.tb00014.%]

Leiber, Simone, 2005, Europdische Sozialpolitik und nationale Sozialpartnerschaft, Campus, Frank-

furt/Main.

Leiber, Simone, 2007, “Transposition of EU Social Policy in Poland: Are There Different ‘Worlds
of Compliance’ in East and West?”, Journal of European Social Policy, 17(4): 349-360,
[10.1177/0958928707081066}

Linos, Katerina, 2007, “How Can International Organizations Shape National Welfare States?:
Evidence From Compliance With European Union Directives”, Comparative Political Studies,
40(5): 547-570, [doi:10.1177/0010414005285756]

Lipsky, Michael, 1980, Street-Level Bureaucracy: The Dilemmas of Individuals in the Public Ser-
vice, Sage, New York. 2]]

Lowi, Theodore J., 1972, “Four Systems of Policy, Politics and Choice”, Public Administration
Review, 32(4): 298-310.

March, James G., Olsen, Johan P., 1989, Rediscovering Institutions: The Organizational Basis of
Politics, Free Press, New York.

Mastenbroek, Ellen, 2003, “Surviving the Deadline: The Transposition of EU Directives in the
Netherlands”, Furopean Union Politics, 4(4): 371-395,[d0i:10.1177/146511650344001}

Mastenbroek, Ellen, 2005, “EU Compliance: Still a ‘Black Hole’?”, Journal of Furopean Public
Policy, 12(6): 1103-1120, [doi:10.1080/13501760500270869)}

Mastenbroek, Ellen, Kaeding, Michael, 2006, “Furopeanization Beyond the Goodness of Fit:
Domestic Politics in the Forefront”, Comparative FEuropean Politics, 4(4): 331-354,
[10.1057 /palgrave.cep.6110078|

Mastenbroek, Ellen, Kaeding, Michael, 2007, “Response: Transcending the Goodness of Fit”,
Comparative European Politics, 5(3): 342-343,[d0i:10.1057 /palgrave.cep.6110118|

Mastenbroek, Ellen, van Keulen, Mendeltje, 2006, “Beyond the Goodness of Fit: A Preference-
based Account of Europeanization”, in European Research Reloaded: Cooperation and Integration
among Europeanized States, (Eds.) Holzhacker, Ronald, Haverland, Markus, pp. 19-42, Springer,
Dordrecht. 2.3l

Mayntz, Renate, 1977, “Die Implementation politischer Programme: Theoretische Uberlegungen
zu einem neuen Forschungsgebiet”, Die Verwaltung, 10(1): 51-66.

Mayntz, Renate, 1979, “Public Bureaucracies and Policy Implementation”, International Social
Science Journal, 31(4): 632-645.

Mayntz, Renate (Ed.), 1980, Implementation politischer Programme. Empirische Forschungs-
berichte, Athendum, Konigstein/Ts.

Mayntz, Renate (Ed.), 1983, Implementation politischer Programme II. Ansdtze zur Theoriebil-
dung, Westdeutscher Verlag, Opladen.

Living Reviews in FEuropean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9477.1998.tb00014.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9477.1998.tb00014.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0958928707081066
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0958928707081066
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0010414005285756
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/146511650344001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760500270869
http://dx.doi.org/10.1057/palgrave.cep.6110078
http://dx.doi.org/10.1057/palgrave.cep.6110078
http://dx.doi.org/10.1057/palgrave.cep.6110118
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

Implementing and complying with EU governance outputs 27

Mazmanian, Daniel A., Sabatier, Paul A., 1983, Implementation and Public Policy, Scott, Glen-
view. 2.1

Mbaye, Heather A. D., 2001, “Why National States Comply with Supranational Law: Explaining
Implementation Infringements in the European Union 1972-1993”, Furopean Union Politics, 2
(3): 259-281, [doi:10.1177/1465116501002003001}

Nakamura, Robert T., 1987, “The Textbook Policy Process and Implementation Research”, Policy
Studies Review, 7(1): 142-154.

Panke, Diana, 2007, “The European Court of Justice as an Agent of Europeanization? Restor-
ing Compliance with EU Law”, Journal of European Public Policy, 14(6): 847-866,
[10.1080/13501760701497709}

Pappas, Spyros A. (Ed.), 1995, National Administrative Procedures for the Preparation and Imple-
mentation of Community Decisions, European Institute of Public Administration, Maastricht.

2T

Perkins, Richard, Neumayer, Eric, 2007, “Do Membership Benefits Buy Regulatory Compliance?:
An Empirical Analysis of EU Directives 1978-99”, European Union Politics, 8(2): 180-206,
[d0i:10.1177/1465116507076429]

Pierson, Paul, 2000, “Increasing Returns, Path Dependence, and the Study of Politics”, American
Political Science Review, 94(2): 251-267.

Powell, Walter W., DiMaggio, Paul J. (Eds.), 1991, The New Institutionalism in Organizational
Analysis, University of Chicago Press, Chicago. [2.2

Pressman, Jeffrey L., Wildavsky, Aaron, 1973, Implementation: How Great Expectations in Wash-
ington Are Dashed in Oakland; Or, Why It’s Amazing that Federal Programs Work at All,
University of California Press, Berkeley. This Being a Saga of the Economic Development Ad-
ministration as Told by Two Sympathetic Observers Who Seek to Build Morals on a Foundation
of Ruined Hopes.

Piilzl, Helga, Treib, Oliver, 2006, “Policy Implementation”, in Handbook of Public Policy Analysis:
Theory, Politics, and Methods, (Eds.) Fischer, Frank, Miller, Gerald G., Sidney, Mara S., pp.
89-107, CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL.

Raustiala, Kal, 2000, “Compliance & Effectiveness in International Regulatory Cooperation”, Case
Western Reserve Journal of International Law, 32(3): 387-440.

Raustiala, Kal, Slaughter, Anne-Marie, 2002, “International Law, International Relations and
Compliance”, in Handbook of International Relations, (Eds.) Carlsnaes, Walter, Risse, Thomas,
Simmons, Beth A., pp. 538-558, Sage, London.

Ripley, Randall B., Franklin, Grace A., 1982, Bureaucracy and Policy Implementation, Dorsey
Press, Homewood, IL. [3.]

Risse, Thomas, Green Cowles, Maria, Caporaso, James, 2001, “Europeanization and Domestic
Change: Introduction”, in Transforming Europe: Europeanization and Domestic Change, (Eds.)
Cowles, Maria G., Caporaso, James, Risse, Thomas, pp. 1-20, Cornell University Press, Ithaca.

222

Sabatier, Paul A., Mazmanian, Daniel A., 1981, “The Implementation of Public Policy: A Frame-
work of Analysis”, in Effective Policy Implementation, (Eds.) Mazmanian, Daniel A., Sabatier,
Paul A., pp. 3-35, Lexington Books, Lexington. [2.1

Living Reviews in Furopean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1465116501002003001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760701497709
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760701497709
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1465116507076429
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

28 Oliver Treib

Scharpf, Fritz W., 1978, “Interorganizational Policy Studies: Issues, Concepts and Perspectives”,
in Interorganizational Policy Making: Limits to Coordination and Central Control, (Eds.) Hanf,
Kenneth, Scharpf, Fritz W., pp. 345-370, Sage, London.

Scharpf, Fritz W., 1988, “The Joint-Decision Trap: Lessons From German Federalism
and European Integration”, Public Administration, 66(3): 239-278, |doi:10.1111/j.1467-
[0299.7988.1h00694.~] (]

Schimmelfennig, Frank, 2007, “Europeanization beyond Europe”, Living Reviews in European
Governance, 2(1), Ireg-2007-1. URL (cited on 20 August 2008):
[http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2007-1}

Schwarze, Jiirgen, Govaere, Inge, Helin, Frederique, van den Bossche, Peter (Eds.), 1990, The 1992
Challenge at National Level: A Community- Wide Joint Research Project on the Realization and
Implementation by National Governments and Business of the Internal Market Programme:
Reports and Conference Proceedings 1989, Nomos, Baden-Baden.

Schwarze, Jiirgen, Becker, Ulrich, Pollack, Christina (Eds.), 1991, The 1992 Challenge at National
Level: A Community-Wide Joint Research Project on the Realization and Implementation by
National Governments and Business of the Internal Market Programme: Reports and Conference
Proceedings 1990, Nomos, Baden-Baden.

Schwarze, Jiirgen, Becker, Ulrich, Pollack, Christina (Eds.), 1993, The 1992 Challenge at National
Level: A Community-Wide Joint Research Project on the Realization and Implementation by
National Governments and Business of the Internal Market Programme: Reports and Conference
Proceedings 1991/92, Nomos, Baden-Baden.

Sedelmeier, Ulrich, 2006, “Europeanisation in new member and candidate states”, Living Reviews
in European Governance, 1(3), lreg-2006-3. URL (cited on 01 November 2006):
[http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2006-3|

Siedentopf, Heinrich, Ziller, Jacques (Eds.), 1988, Making European Policies Work: The Imple-
mentation of Community Legislation in the Member States, Sage, London.

Steunenberg, Bernard, 2006, “Turning Swift Policy-making into Deadlock and Delay: National
Policy Coordination and the Transposition of EU Directives”, European Union Politics, 7(3):
293-319, [doi:10.1177/1465116506066258]

Steunenberg, Bernard, 2007, “A Policy Solution to the European Union’s Transposition Puzzle:
Interaction of Interests in Different Domestic Arenas”, West Furopean Politics, 30(1): 23-49,
[d0i:10.1080/01402380601019639}

Steunenberg, Bernard, Rhinard, Mark, 2008, “Hare or Turtle? Analyzing the Transposition of
European Law in EU Member States”, conference paper.

Sverdrup, Ulf, 2004, “Compliance and Conflict Management in the European Union: Nordic Excep-
tionalism”, Scandinavian Political Studies, 27(1): 23-43, |doi:10.1111/3.1467-9477.2004.00098.x}

Sverdrup, Ulf, 2007, “Implementation”, in FEuropeanization: New Research Agendas, (Eds.)
Graziano, Paolo, Vink, Maarten, pp. 197-211, Palgrave, Houndmills. [I]

Tallberg, Jonas, 2002, “Paths to Compliance: Enforcement, Management, and the European
Union”, International Organization, 56(3): 609-643, |doi:10.1162,/002081802760199908]

Living Reviews in FEuropean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9299.1988.tb00694.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9299.1988.tb00694.x
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2007-1
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2006-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1465116506066258
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01402380601019639
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9477.2004.00098.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1162/002081802760199908
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

Implementing and complying with EU governance outputs 29

Thelen, Kathleen, Steinmo, Sven, 1992, “Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Politics”, in
Structuring Politics: Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Analysis, (Eds.) Steinmo, Sven,
Thelen, Kathleen, Longstreth, Frank, pp. 1-32, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. Related
online version (cited on 20 August 2008):
lhttp://books.google.com/books?id=jpO0FL5HF300C|

Thomson, Robert, 2007, “Time to Comply: National Responses to Six EU Labour Market Di-
rectives Revisited”, West European Politics, 30(5): 987-1008, |[doi:10.1080,/01402380701617407]

2.3} [0} B-2

Thomson, Robert, Torenvlied, René, Arregui, Javier, 2007, “The Paradox of Compliance: In-
fringements and Delays in Transposing European Union Directives”, British Journal of Political
Science, 37(4): 685-709, |doi:10.1017/50007123407000373}

Toller, Annette Elisabeth, 2004, “The Europeanization of Public Policies - Understanding Id-
iosyncratic Mechanisms and Contingent Results”, Furopean Integration online Papers, 8, No. 9,
doi:10.1695/2004009] URL (cited on 11 August 2006):
http://eiop.or.at/eiop/texte/2004-009a.htm|

Toshkov, Dimiter, 2007a, “In Search of the Worlds of Compliance: Culture and Transposition
Performance in the European Union”, Journal of European Public Policy, 14(6): 933-954,
[10.1080/13501760701497956]

Toshkov, Dimiter, 2007b, “In Search of the Worlds of Compliance? A Response”, Journal of
European Public Policy, 14(6): 958-959,do0i:10.1080/13501760701497956}

Treib, Oliver, 2003a, “Die Umsetzung von EU-Richtlinien im Zeichen der Parteipolitik: Eine ak-
teurzentrierte Antwort auf die Misfit-These”, Politische Vierteljahresschrift, 44(4): 506-528,
[d01:10.7007 /s11615-003-0096-y}

Treib, Oliver, 2003b, “EU Governance, Misfit, and the Partisan Logic of Domestic Adaptation:
An Actor-Centered Perspective on the Transposition of EU Directives”, EUSA 8th Biennial
International Conference, Nashville, Tennessee, conference paper. Related online version (cited
on 27 May 2008):

[pttp://www.ihs.ac.at/publications/pol/IreibPartisanLogic2003.pd At}

Treib, Oliver, 2004, Die Bedeutung der nationalen Parteipolitik fiir die Umsetzung europdischer
Sozialrichtlinien, Campus, Frankfurt/M. Related online version (cited on 20 August 2008):
[http://books.google . com/books?id=43h1FgUbYGWC]

Treib, Oliver, Bahr, Holger, Falkner, Gerda, 2007, “Modes of Governance: Towards
a Conceptual Clarification”, Journal of FEuropean Public Policy, 14(1):  1-20,
10.1080/135017606061071406] Related online version (cited on 27 May 2008):
http://www.connex—network.org/eurogov/pdf/egp-newgov—N-05-02.pd %]

van den Bossche, Peter, 1996, “In Search of Remedies for Non-Compliance: The Experience of the
European Community”, Maastricht Journal of European and Comparative Law, 3(4): 371-398.

2T

van der Vleuten, Anna, 2005, “Pincers and Prestige: Explaining the Implementation of
EU Gender Equality Legislation”, Comparative European Politics, 3(4): 464-488,

[10:1057 /palgrave.cep.6110066]

van Meter, Donald S., van Horn, Carl E.; 1975, “The Policy Implementation Process: A Conceptual
Framework”, Administration & Society, 6(4): 445-488,]doi:10.1177/009539977500600404}

Living Reviews in Furopean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://books.google.com/books?id=jpOFL5HF300C
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01402380701617407
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0007123407000373
http://dx.doi.org/10.1695/2004009
http://eiop.or.at/eiop/texte/2004-009a.htm
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760701497956
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760701497956
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501760701497956
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11615-003-0096-y
http://www.ihs.ac.at/publications/pol/TreibPartisanLogic2003.pd% f
http://books.google.com/books?id=43hIFgUbYGwC
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/135017606061071406
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/135017606061071406
http://www.connex-network.org/eurogov/pdf/egp-newgov-N-05-02.pd% f
http://dx.doi.org/10.1057/palgrave.cep.6110066
http://dx.doi.org/10.1057/palgrave.cep.6110066
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/009539977500600404
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

30 Oliver Treib

Versluis, Esther, 2003, Enforcement and Compliance of Furopean Directives in Four Member
States, Eburon, Delft. 23]

Versluis, Esther, 2004, “Explaining Variations in Implementation of EU Directives”, European
Integration online Papers, 8, No. 19, [doi:10.1695/2004019} URL (cited on 11 August 2006):
[http://eiop.or.at/eiop/texte/2004-019.htnl 3.1]

Versluis, Esther, 2007, “Even Rules, Uneven Practices: Opening the ‘Black Box’ of EU Law in
Action”, West European Politics, 30(1): 50-67, |doi:10.1080,/01402380601019647}

Windhoff-Héritier, Adrienne, 1980, Politikimplementation: Ziel und Wirklichkeit politischer
Entscheidungen, Anton Hain, Konigstein/Ts.

Zirn, Michael, Joerges, Christian (Eds.), 2005, Law and Governance in Postnational FEurope:
Compliance beyond the Nation-State, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge; New York.

Living Reviews in FEuropean Governance
|http ://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5



http://dx.doi.org/10.1695/2004019
http://eiop.or.at/eiop/texte/2004-019.htm
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01402380601019647
http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2008-5

	Introduction: What is implementation and why should we care about it?
	The emergence and evolution of EU-related implementation research
	The first wave: Implementation and institutional efficiency
	The second wave: Misfit and more
	The third wave: Theoretical and methodological differentiation

	Discussion: What have we learnt?
	Implementation phases and policy areas studied
	Methodology: Between quantitative and qualitative approaches
	Theoretical progress despite little cumulativeness

	Conclusion
	References

